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CHANGE is a necessary part of any 
organization that allows it to grow and 
thrive! This year NWCG made the 
decision to forgo our much-beloved annual 
golf tournament in hope of finding a new 
event that captures the fun and heart of the 
golf tournament while reducing multiple 
aspects of the significant overhead required 
to put on such an event.  We believe we 
have found it!

Before we get into the details of announcing 
it, we want to thank our supporters for your 
loyalty to the golf tournament and always 
making it so fun and successful.  We LOVED the event and loved having our NWCG 
family support it in such a fun and loving way.  FIFTEEN YEARS was a GREAT RUN! 
From sideways rain to scorching heat, together we raised hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in support of families negotiating the throes of childhood cancer and bone 
marrow transplantation.  Your support has meant the world to us and the families 
whom we serve, and has made it possible to effectively execute our mission.

We want you to participant in our new event! Please follow us to Top Golf in 
Hillsboro this spring for a fun and inspiring Sunday afternoon. Equating it to the 
“bowling of golf”, please join us for team play on an insanely fun driving range, 
shenanigans and inspiration as we launch our new event. PLEASE JOIN US on 
May 6 (see details on pg. 8)! All are welcome; no golf skill is (necessarily) required!!

Thank you in advance for embracing our need for change that will allow us to 
maximize our fundraising in support of our important mission.  No family should 
endure financial catastrophe because their child is critically ill.  Your generous 
support allows us to ease the financial burden childhood cancer notoriously 
imposes on families whose priorities should be 
elsewhere. THANK YOU!  Now and always!

Love and blessings to you all-

Jill Metz, President & Founder

Ceci Usher, 
Treasurer

How did you come to learn about NWCG?
Our son, Gavin, was at Fruit & Flower preschool with 
Nick and Haley.  Jill and I were serving on the Board there 
together when Nick got sick.  We kept in touch in the 
years after Nick’s death and I was aware that Jill and 
Addison had founded a non-profit in Nick’s memory.

How did you first get involved as a 
NWCG supporter?
About six years ago I volunteered to join a development committee for NWCG. It was 
a nice group with a focused purpose, but it taught me how much NWCG helps families 
and in how many ways they can help these families cope with daily financial issues.

How many years have you been on the NWCG board?
I joined the Board five years ago as Treasurer. 

What motivates you to serve on the NWCG board?
Most families whose children are in the bone marrow transplant program need one 
parent to leave their employment for several months during treatment. If I can help ease 
that financial burden just a little so that the families can focus on supporting each other, 
I am happy to.  These families are so fragile, and to have to worry about a utility payment, 
or the cost of gas to get to and from the hospital, much less rent and food for the rest 
of the family is so stressful for them.  We can help these families today.

Do you think NWCG makes a difference in the 
lives of the families whom they serve?
I think NWCG makes a huge difference to many families! The family grants that 
provide money today for needed expenses, as well as support for fertility preservation 
are invaluable. NWCG provides assistance with vests not covered by insurance. 
The food and gas gift cards, or just an occasional Starbucks card helps lift their 
spirits. Many people also do not realize that unfortunately, sometimes these families 
also need help with bereavement costs. NWCG gives additional grants to these 
families. I have never heard of another organization doing that, and it is so needed 
at such a difficult time.
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Message from the President

SpotlightBoard Member
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“Words cannot express our gratitude to NWCG,  
Thank you for all you have done for our family 
and so many others.”

From NWCG Families
Gratitude

Words of

“Going into our child’s second bone marrow transplant was 

more difficult than the first go round, knowing first hand all the 

complications that can arise, and the emotional and financial 

stress that follow.  But, knowing that the Nick Wilson Charitable 

Group was there to support us eased our financial worries and 

allowed us to focus solely on her upcoming treatment.”

“At NWCG, you all have made an immense difference to the 

children and their families.  Your hands on work and dedication 

reflects the love and compassion in your hearts”

Ways to Give

Fred Meyer Community Rewards
You can help NWCG earn donations with your Fred Meyer Rewards Card! Sign up for 
the Community Rewards Program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to NWCG.  
Search for us by our name or by our non-profit number #85025.Then, every time you 
shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping NWCG earn a donation! You must 
re-affirm NWCG as your choice each year!

Amazon Smile Rewards
When you shop, Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your 
favorite charitable organization. Simply visit to smile.amazon.com, select a Nick 
Wilson Charitable Organization to receive donations from eligible purchases. Then, every 
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to NWCG.

Visit doublethedonation.com to check if employer has a matching program!

Employer Matching Program
Many corporations match donations made by you to a wide range of non-profit orga-
nizations like NWCG.  Visit doublethedonation.com to check if your employer has 
a matching program. If your company is not listed, you can find out from your human 
resources office if your employer offers it. If you are eligible for an employer matching 
gift, we hope that you will request an application from your human resources office! 
Matching gifts often double, and sometimes even triple, your donation to NWCG.

“I think what you are doing is not only honorable 
but makes so much sense.  This is so incredibly 
difficult for families to go through & support like 
this alleviates some of the stresses of everyday life.”



Community

Thanks to an anonymous donor, your donation is 
twice the blessing as they generously pledged a 

dollar-for-dollar matching donation up to $10,000.

$20,420
raised in just 10 days!!

HUGE Thank You to those who Donated

WE DID IT!!
You Helped Us Help Others 
By Maximizing a Generous Gift!!
Special thanks to our amazing 
anonymous donor who generously 
contributed $10,000 to kick off this 
incredibly successful campaign!

It is because of your generosity, partnership and 
commitment to our mission that we are able to 
continue our very important work of easing the 
financial burden of childhood cancer and bone 
marrow transplantation to children and their 
families at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital. Our 
ability to support families in such a meaningful and 
compassionate way would not be possible without 
your generous contributions. We’ve been down this 
road and know firsthand the importance of what this 
type of support provides.

So we thank you, our loyal supporters, for allowing 
us to connect with families who need us. We must 
do this to not only provide the tangible benefits that 
financial support provides, but to keep our spirits alive 
and to remember what is so very important in life - 
happiness, joy, love, and connection.

Thank you and love and blessings to you all-
Jill Metz, President & Founder

$10,000

$10,420
raised

“This group is unique. The Nick Wilson Charitable Group provides an 
invaluable service to our patients and families, bringing financial and 

emotional support at many levels. No other blood and marrow transplant 
program in the U.S. has this degree of assistance from its community.”

~ Eneida R. Nemecek, MD, MS
  Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Medical Director, Pediatric BMT Program
OHSU-Doernbecher Children’s Hospital
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Save the
Date!

May 6, 
2018

Fundraising Events

Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Event at Topgolf
Sunday, May 6, 2018 - 3pm-7pm

HALLOWEEN 
Bowl for Hope
The annual NWCG Bowl For Hope 
returned for another fun afternoon of 
bowling, costumes and tons of fun! Each 
year the costumes get better and more 
creative! Sunset Lanes donates up to 
20 lanes for NWCG supporters to help 
raise funds for the Care Kit Program. 
When a family is admitted into the Bone 
Marrow Unit at Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital, they are given a tote bag full of 
goodies, both fun and practical for their long stay, including a blanket made with love, 
toiletries, toys and gift cards for them to use during their stay.  Teams can win prizes for 
Best Costume, Highest Score and Best Kids Costume! Start thinking of your costume and 
plan to join NWCG the last weekend of October in 2018! A HUGE thank you to our 
volunteers and Sunset Lanes for your continued support!  We hope to see you next year!  

H
OLIDAY

G

I F T  I D E A

10% from the sale of each 
‘GRATITUDE’ 

glassybaby will be donated 
to support NWCG.

Order yours today at
glassybaby.com/gratitude

The Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Event is back and better than ever! Please join us at Topgolf 
in Hillsboro on Sunday, May 6, 2018 from 3-7 pm for an afternoon of great fun for a great 
cause! Topgolf is a high-tech driving range where teams of up to 6 compete together on a 
variety of games. Contestants hit micro-chipped golf balls at dartboard-like targets where 
more points are earned the farther you hit it and the closer you get to the “bullseye”. 
Enjoy food and beverages while you’re at it! Topgolf 
is the perfect mixture of fun and golf, whether you 
are a golfer or not! We guarantee you will have fun 
no matter what level you are – there is something 
for everyone. Get ready for an afternoon of golf, 
great company and a great cause along with the 
always popular Wine Wall, Raffle and Paddle Raise!  
Stay tuned for more details and sponsorship 
opportunities!  We can’t wait to see you!
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Program Support & Impact
Meet just a few of the many children your generous support has helped....
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In addition to helping families 
with children undergoing 
bone marrow transplantation, 
NWCG is committed to 
continuing to help families 
with children undergoing the 
newly approved CAR-T cell 
transplantation

Each year, NWCG helps 
support hope for the future 
for patients by providing 
financial assistance for fertility 
preservation procedures.

“Alone we can do so little 

TOGETHER 
we can do 

SO MUCH.”
– Helen Keller

“Sometimes, real 
SUPERHEROES 

reside in the HEARTS 
of small children 

fighting big battles.”
– Unknown

NWCG is the only non-profit 
organization in Oregon 
that provides compassionate 
financial support exclusively 
to pediatric blood and marrow 
transplant patients in the 
Pacific Northwest.

“We can all do small 
things, with GREAT
 LOVE, and together 
we can create something

 WONDERFUL.”
– Mother Teresa

Your donations enable us to keep fulfilling  our mission – we couldn’t do this without your support!



FAMILY GRANTS
Helping families to cover the many expenses they encounter while their child is undergoing 
cancer treatment and blood & marrow transplantation is our primary goal. Support for 
mortgage, rent, hotel costs, car payments, utility bills, child care, and insurance premiums 
are just some of the ways we help families financially. 

4	34 Families received up to $2,000 in financial support and one family (with three carry overs) 		
received bereavement support to help with their child’s funeral expenses.
Financial support provided: $53,837

LAB WORK
This program helps families pay for lab expenses that aren’t covered by health insurance. 
The two procedures that are typically requested, and for which we provide support, are fertility 
preservation procedures and bone marrow typing.
4	13 patients were supported with up to $500 fertility preservation.
Financial support provided: $4,603

CARE KITS
Patients and their families receive a Care Kit upon their child’s admission for bone or marrow 
transplantation. A Care Kit is a large tote bag containing comforting and useful items for the 
entire family with the goal of providing comfort and diversion during their long hospital stay. 
Each Care Kit includes a snuggly blanket, toys, gift cards, toiletries, games, snacks, music, books, 
art supplies, and resource materials.
4	33 Care Kits were distributed.
Financial support provided: $1,800 plus $2,475 in gift cards

HELP TODAY
Helping families buy a tank of gas or a bag of groceries on the day that they need through 
provision of gift cards it is the purpose of this program. There is no waiting. Families get the 
help they need, today.
4	180 gift cards ($25 each) distributed to any family in the Children’s Cancer Center at 		
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital who needed help with gas, food, clothing, and other 
	 household items.
Financial support provided: $4,500

CENTRAL LINE PROTECTIVE VESTS
 These vests are worn by babies and toddlers to help protect their central line catheters 
(a port to deliver chemotherapy) to prevent them from being jostled and damaged.

4	8 patients received vests
Financial support provided: $538

MEMORIALS
A modest memorial acknowledgment is sent to families in the unfortunate event that 
their child passes away.

Financial support provided: $290

2016-2017 Program Impact
Total Family Support: $64,244$50 - Helps to fill a family’s gas tank so they can drive to and from the 

hospital for treatment or buys a week’s worth of groceries for a patient’s siblings.

$100 - Pays for one Care Kit – a customized tote bag full of goodies, gift cards and 
supplies to help the child and family pass the time during the long hospital stay for bone 
marrow transplantation.

$250 - Assists families with monthly phone or utility bills. 

$500 - Covers the cost of lab procedures that may, for instance, help 
preserve a child’s fertility.

$1,000 - Contributes to a family’s rent, mortgage or hotel costs while 
a child is undergoing cancer treatment.

$5,000 - Helps multiple families navigating their child’s cancer treatment 
and/or bone marrow or cord blood transplant.

How Your Donations Offer Hope 

A Little About Nick
At just 18 months old, Nick Wilson was 

diagnosed with leukemia. Nick endured two years 

of treatments - chemotherapy, radiation, blood and 

marrow transplants, and many other procedures 

- while always seizing an opportunity to play, laugh and smile. Despite the tremendous 

effort by Nick and his doctors, he succumbed to the disease in 2001.  After receiving in-

credible love and support during his treatment, Nick’s family vowed to give back. In 2005, 

the Nick Wilson Charitable Group was created - keeping his spirit and compassion alive 

by helping other children and their families going through difficult times.

Our Mission
The mission of  The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is to support these families by 
providing immediate and compassionate financial support for:

♥	 Outpatient housing costs
♥	 Medication
♥	 Meal and food assistance

♥	 Medical supplies
♥	 Grief support
♥	 Other urgent needs encountered by families
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The Thawley Family
Sharing stories and experiences is what binds 
and connects us. Especially when stories are 
heart-felt and life-changing, like the stories we 
hear from the families whom we have had the 
privilege to support. Not all stories have the 
outcome that we’d all like to hear, but I truly 
believe that the process of sharing experiences 
and then allowing those experiences to inform 
and shape our actions is a remarkable path 
to healing.

Lenore and Todd Thawley got the dreaded 
news that no parent ever expects to hear in 
their lifetime, that their child hunter had cancer. 
Diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia 
(AML) in 2007, Hunter and his family gave it 
their all as Hunter endured countless rounds 
of chemotherapy in hopes of curing his 
disease. They enjoyed several months of 
remission until the day came that is a parent’s 
second-worst nightmare, that Hunter’s cancer 
had recurred. Having a bone marrow transplant 
was the only treatment that could potentially 
cure his disease, so the family prepared for 
transplant. Exploring options for a transplant 
center, trying to secure health insurance to 
cover the exorbitant costs of the procedure 
along with finding a bone marrow donor 
consumed them.  An added stressor was 
identifying a mixed-ethnicity bone marrow 
donor that would match Hunter’s. The pieces 
eventually fell together and Hunter received 
his bone marrow transplant at Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital.

Tragically, Hunter passed away after his bone 
marrow transplant in March of 2010. Sadness 
permeated their very beings…Lenore and Todd 
wondered if they could ever feel joy again. As 
Hunter’s birthday approached in September, 

they wanted to somehow honor Hunter’s 
memory by doing something uplifting and joyful 
for the kids at the hospital. Lenore shared, 
“After Hunter died, we felt so sad and broken. 
I needed something to make me happy, and I 
felt compelled to give back to our community 
in a similarly compassionate and unintrusive 
way that NWCG did. Hunter’s birthday was 
approaching so we decided to provide gifts 
to the kids in the hospital on Hunter’s 
birthday”.  The Healing Hunter Foundation 
was born, a non-profit organization whose 
mission is to fight childhood cancers, one smile 
at a time, through random acts of kindness. 
The organization celebrates life by spreading 
joy to children with cancer by gifting them 
with iPads, gift cards, entertainment systems 
and holiday decorations throughout the year. 

Lenore and Todd were able to take something 
devastating and turn it into something so very 
sweet by uplifting those going through the 
devastation of childhood cancer. Lenore is 
also head baker and chief operating officer at 
Lightning Cupcakes, a sweet company whose 
proceeds help to support the Healing Hunter 
Foundation.

NWCG stepped in and was able to provide 
financial support to the Thawley family during 
and after the time Hunter received his bone 
marrow transplant. Todd said this about 
NWCG’s support: “I can’t think of anything 
more impactful than receiving the support for 
funeral expenses NWCG provided to us when 
Hunter died. It’s something you never think 
about….to have someone step up at that 
time was the most profound and unexpected 
support; I will never forget it. It provided 
emotional reassurance at our lowest moment”.
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Donate at: nickwilsoncg.org
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Mike Powers
Kay Proctor
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In honor of Amy Kenagy
Maurice & Susan Scott

In memory of Brent Hillard 
Beverly Alia

In honor of Jesse & Alison Franco
Caitlin Stauffer

In honor of the 10S Staff at 
Doernbecher Children’s Hospital
Larry Wolff

In honor of Emily Puckett
Gregory & Joan Puckett 

In honor of Jill Metz
Judy & Dennis Barr

In honor of Joyce Croucher
Ron Croucher

In memory of June Wallace
Anonymous
Patricia Herder
Jennifer & Tim Waldren
Isla WIlson

In memory of Mike Hawkins
Bernie & Shirley Croucher
Anne Brooke Hawkins

In memory of Russ Brown
Janna Brown

In honor of the Kathrein Family
Nina Randall

In honor of the Metz/Wilson Family
Doug & Jill Niehus

In memory of Nick Wilson
Bernie & Shirley Croucher
Ron Croucher
Carl Long & Anneli Burgess
Gregg & Rose Miller
Jill Metz & Addison Wilson

In honor of Haley Wilson
Bernie & Shirely Croucher
Jill Metz & Addison Wilson

In honor of Dr. Richard 
Sutherland’s Birthday
Don & Roz Sutherland

Tributes

Many thanks for the donations in honor and memory of loved ones.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
August 31, 2017

		

ASSETS		

	 Cash and Cash Equivalents	  $	  98,887 

	 Other - gift cards	  	 -

	 TOTAL ASSETS  	  $	  98,887 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 		

	 Liabilities   	 $	 -

	 Total Liabilities  	  	 -   

	 Equity   	

	 Net Assets in Excess of Liabilities	  $	  98,887  

	 NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES	  $	  98,887  

		

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
September 1, 2016 - August 31, 2017

		

REVENUES   		

	 Direct Public Support 	  $	  51,968

	 Grants	  	   8,500	

	 Special Events Fundraising (net of costs)  		  11,483

	 TOTAL REVENUES 	  $	  71,951  

EXPENSES   		

	 Program Expenses  	  $	 76,079  

	 Administration and Operation 	  	  13,310

	 Fundraising Expenses		  3,738 

	 TOTAL EXPENSES  	  $	  93,127 

	 Change in Net Assets	  $	  (21,176)	

Net Assets at Beginning of Year		   $120,063  

Net Assets at End of Year	  $	  98,887 

Financials
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