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The power of storytelling is immense.  
It has the potential to illuminate, 
enlighten, heal, empower and 
provide hope to so many. Later in 
this newsletter we share the incredible 
story of Macy, a 17-year-old from 
Alaska, who shares her experience 
being diagnosed with a rare illness 
that led her to bone marrow 
transplantation and full recovery. 
I hope it inspires you.

The past year at NWCG has been 
one of positive change and gratitude.  
We’ve instituted a new fundraising 
event to great success (see Topgolf pg. 8-9) whose proceeds allow us to continue 
our support of families with children undergoing cancer treatment and bone 
marrow transplantation locally. NWCG provided nearly $52,000 (see program 
impact pg. 13) in compassionate financial support to 43 families including costs 
associated with housing, medications, fertility preservation procedures, utility 
expenses, central line protective vests, care kits, transportation, food and groceries, 
insurance premiums and funeral expenses.  

Our hearts are full of gratitude for you, our generous donors who make this 
important support possible.  We are thankful to be able to impact the families whom 
we serve during such a uniquely stressful time in their lives.  As a family shared with 
us recently:  “We cannot thank you and your team enough for all of your support 
through our son’s stay at the hospital.  May you all be blessed beyond measure today 
and always”. 

From all of us here on the NWCG Team, we wish 
you all the same. Love and blessings to you all-

Jill Metz, President & Founder
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Message from the President

Kori Allen, Secretary

How did you learn about NWCG?

Jill Metz, one of the founders, was a best friend and 

tennis buddy beginning in 6th grade when we lived 

in Medford, Oregon.  We’ve kept in touch over the 

years.  When my family moved back to Portland in 

1995, Jill and Addison helped us move in and we 

stayed in touch.

How did you first get involved 
as a NWCG supporter?

Not quite sure when I may have donated, but I think it was in 2010 when another 

Medford pal and I started hosting “The Marshmallow Hole” during the Annual Golf 

Tournament.

How many years have you been on the NWCG board?

I’m one of the new ones on the board and have been on for a little over 2 years.

What motivates you to serve on the NWCG board?

Besides loving Jill and her family for all these years, I am moved to serve because of 

the toll hospitalization can take on individuals and families. This is especially true with 

young families who often have other children to care for and responsibilities to juggle. 

NWCG helps to lessen some of the extraneous pressure so that the family may be 

better able to focus on one another and especially the child going through treatment. 

How do you think NWCG makes a difference in the 
lives of the families whom they serve?

In the end, it’s time together that really matters in our lives. With family grants and 

other support, I believe we create more opportunities for families to be together 

and more present than they may be otherwise.

SpotlightBoard Member
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“Your support has been a great blessing. Thank you 
for helping when we really needed it. NWCG will 
always be in our hearts.” 

From NWCG Families
Gratitude

Words of

“Just a few minutes ago you stopped by my son’s room at 

Doernbecher and delivered a thoughtful bag of gifts.  You have 

brightened his day and I thank you. Please know that your financial 

assistance and efforts have made a huge difference to our family.”

“In this difficult year, your love and support has been a much needed 

encouragement to our family. Thank you for carrying us when we 

could not walk alone.  We can never, ever, thank you enough.”

Ways to Give

Fred Meyer Community Rewards
You can help NWCG earn donations with your Fred Meyer Rewards Card! Sign up for 
the Community Rewards Program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to NWCG.  
Search for us by our name or by our non-profit number #85025.Then, every time you 
shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping NWCG earn a donation! You must 
re-affirm NWCG as your choice each year!

Amazon Smile Rewards
When you shop, Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your 
favorite charitable organization. Simply visit to smile.amazon.com, select a Nick 
Wilson Charitable Organization to receive donations from eligible purchases. Then, every 
eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to NWCG.

Visit doublethedonation.com to check if employer has a matching program!

Employer Matching Program
Many corporations match donations made by you to a wide range of non-profit organi-
zations like NWCG.  Visit doublethedonation.com to check if your employer has 
a matching program. If your company is not listed, you can find out from your human 
resources office if your employer offers it. If you are eligible for an employer matching 
gift, we hope that you will request an application from your human resources office! 
Matching gifts often double, and sometimes even triple, your donation to NWCG.

“Thank you for helping our family while going through 
such a difficult time. NWCG’s generosity has helped in 
so many ways.”
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Best Team Score - Team Page

Community

Kids Helping Kids
For the last several years, the Vacation Bible School and now the Confirmation Class 
from St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Portland, Oregon, has donated Build-A-Bears to 
the NWCG Care Kit Program. The children hear the story about Nick, his illness and 
his time in the hospital – all of which teaches the children about compassion and how 
one’s spirit can be a driving force even in the face of difficulty.  After hearing about Nick, 
the children thoughtfully create a special bear for a child they know may need a special 
friend to help them through their treatment.  The children spend quite a bit of time 
selecting the perfect look and name for their bear, this year we had lots of Star Wars, 
Super Heroes and fancy dressed bears. The fun is so contagious that the adults and staff 
of Build-A-Bear get involved in the festivities as well. This year a dozen bears were 
donated and the kids were so proud knowing that they were helping to bring comfort 
to patients. As usual, the kids did a fantastic job!

A big NWCG thank you goes out to the St. Luke’s Confirmation Class! Great job kids!
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HALLOWEEN 
Bowl for Hope
The annual NWCG Bowl For Hope 

returned for another great afternoon 

for bowling, costumes and tons of fun 

and nearly $7,000 was raised! 
Each year the costumes get better and 

more creative. NWCG moved to a new 

venue, Superplay, where they donated 

up to 20 lanes for NWCG supporters 

to help raise funds for the Care Kit 

Program.  When a family is admitted into 

the Bone Marrow Unit at Doernbecher 

Children’s Hospital, they are given a 

tote bag full of goodies, both for fun and 

practicality for their long stay, including 

a blanket made with love, toiletries, 

toys and gift cards for them to use. 

This year’s Best Team Costume went to 

Team Lamson (AKA Willy Wonka and 

the Oompa Loompas) and Best Team 

Score went Team Page.  This year we 

were joined not only by our wonderful 

supporters, but several families that 

NWCG supported this past year! Start 

thinking of your costume and plan to 

join NWCG next year!

  

A HUGE thank you to our volunteers 

and Superplay for their support! 

We hope to see you next year... 

save the date for Oct 27, 2019!

Best Team Costume - Team Lamson
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      P A D D L E  R A I S E   •   R A F F L E   •   G O L F

NICK WILSON MEMORIAL 

GOLF EVENT

AT TOPGOLF IN HILLSBORO

ThankYou

Fundraising Events

Nick Wilson Memorial Golf Event
$45,000 RAISED TO HELP FAMILIES

What a fantastic day we had at the Nick Wilson Memorial 
Golf Event on May 6, 2018 at Topgolf in Hillsboro! 

Over 100 attendees competed in six person teams to raise funds to help support families 
with children undergoing blood and marrow transplantation at Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital in Portland. Congratulations to the team of Jesse Franco, Jeremy Barkley, Blane 
Jordan, Tyler Austin and Allison Franco for taking the top spot as the winning team.
 
The post-golf awards program was emceed by Tony Martinez from KPTV Fox12. This was 
Tony’s 9th year, and as always, added fantastic energy to the evening. AJ Santiago, a patient 
whom NWCG supported this past year, spoke about the challenges facing patients and their 
families while undergoing treatment. AJ’s father, Angel, also spoke about how meaningful it 
was to have NWCG support their family as well as bring awareness to the financial needs 
that families face during these times. The event raised over $45,000 to help bridge the 
financial gap families encounter when they have a child that is critically ill.
 
We cannot thank our participants, sponsors and donors enough for their loyal support of 
our annual event – your generous support makes our mission possible!

NICK WILSON MEMORIAL 

GOLF EVENT
AT TOPGOLF IN HILLSBORO

APRIL 

28
2019

SAVETDATE 3-7PM
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Program Support & Impact
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In addition to helping families 
with children undergoing 
bone marrow transplantation, 
NWCG is committed to 
continuing to help families 
with children undergoing the 
newly approved CAR-T cell 
transplantation

Each year, NWCG helps 
support hope for the future 
for patients by providing 
financial assistance for fertility 
preservation procedures.

“Sometimes the
 SMALLEST things
 take up the MOST
 ROOM in your

 HEART.”
– Winnie The Pooh/A.A. Milne

“To the world you may 
be ONE PERSON; 

but to one person, 
you may

BE THE WORLD.”
– Dr. Seuss

NWCG is the only non-profit 
organization in Oregon 
that provides compassionate 
financial support exclusively 
to pediatric blood and marrow 
transplant patients in the 
Pacific Northwest.

“Try to be 
a RAINBOW 
in somebody’s 
CLOUD.”

– Maya Angelou

Your donations enable us to keep fulfilling our 
mission – we couldn’t do this without your support!

Meet just a few of the many children 
your generous support has helped....
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FAMILY GRANTS
Helping families to cover the many expenses they encounter while their child is undergoing 

cancer treatment and blood & marrow transplantation is our primary goal. Support for 

mortgage, rent, hotel costs, car payments, utility bills, child care, and insurance premiums 

are just some of the ways we help families financially. 

4	 27 families received up to $1500 each in Family Grant financial support and 8 families received 

up to $750 each in Bereavement Grant financial support to help with their child’s funeral expenses.

Financial support provided: $35,578

LAB WORK
This program helps families pay for lab expenses that aren’t covered by health insurance. 

The two procedures that are typically requested, and for which we provide support, are fertility 

preservation procedures and bone marrow typing.

4	13 patients were supported with up to $500 fertility preservation.

Financial support provided: $4,740

CARE KITS
Patients and their families receive a Care Kit upon their child’s admission for bone or marrow 

transplantation. A Care Kit is a large tote bag containing comforting and useful items for the 

entire family with the goal of providing comfort and diversion during their long hospital stay. 

Each Care Kit includes a snuggly blanket, toys, gift cards, toiletries, games, snacks, music, books, 

art supplies, and resource materials.

4	29 Care Kits were distributed.

Financial support provided: $2,900 plus $1,740 in gift cards

CENTRAL LINE PROTECTIVE VESTS
 These vests are worn by babies and toddlers to help protect their central line catheters 

(a port to deliver chemotherapy) to prevent them from being jostled and damaged.

4	5 patients received vests

Financial support provided: $133

MEMORIALS
A modest memorial acknowledgment is sent to families in the unfortunate event that 

their child passes away.

Financial support provided: $180

2017-2018 Program Impact
Total Family Support: $45,271$50 - Helps to fill a family’s gas tank so they can drive to and from the 

hospital for treatment or buys a week’s worth of groceries for a patient’s siblings.

$100 - Pays for one Care Kit – a customized tote bag full of goodies, gift cards and 

supplies to help the child and family pass the time during the long hospital stay for bone 

marrow transplantation.

$250 - Assists families with monthly phone or utility bills. 

$500 - Covers the cost of lab procedures that may, for instance, help 

preserve a child’s fertility.

$1,000 - Contributes to a family’s rent, mortgage or hotel costs while 

a child is undergoing cancer treatment.

$5,000 - Helps multiple families navigating their child’s cancer treatment 

and/or bone marrow or cord blood transplant.

How Your Donations Offer Hope 

A Little About Nick
At just 18 months old, Nick Wilson was 

diagnosed with leukemia. Nick endured two years 

of treatments - chemotherapy, radiation, blood and 

marrow transplants, and many other procedures 

- while always seizing an opportunity to play, laugh and smile. Despite the tremendous 

effort by Nick and his doctors, he succumbed to the disease in 2001.  After receiving in-

credible love and support during his treatment, Nick’s family vowed to give back. In 2005, 

the Nick Wilson Charitable Group was created - keeping his spirit and compassion alive 

by helping other children and their families going through difficult times.

Our Mission
The mission of  The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is to support these families by 
providing immediate and compassionate financial support for:

♥	 Outpatient housing costs
♥	 Medication
♥	 Meal and food assistance

♥	 Medical supplies
♥	 Grief support
♥	 Other urgent needs encountered by families
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Nearly two years ago, in a small Alaskan 

village, Macy was not recovering from a 

virus that was leaving her exhausted and 

sleeping more than a normal teenager.  

However, for Macy, she just couldn’t drive 

into town for a check-up, she had to take a 

one hour plane ride to a larger town.  The 

clinic there was unable to run the types 

of tests needed to diagnose her,  so she 

needed to take yet another hour long 

flight to a hospital in Anchorage. Once in 

Anchorage, she learned that her illness, 

Epstein Barr Virus, had caused a rare, and 

life threatening infection that needed a 

bone marrow transplant to completely 

replace her immune system.  If not treated, 

this infection could lead to specific types of 

cancers that are very difficult to treat. Macy, 

along with her doctors and parents, decided 

that she needed to come to Portland 

to get her bone marrow transplant at 

Doernbecher Children’s hospital, one of 

the only hospitals in the Pacific Northwest 

to perform bone marrow transplants.  

None of Macy’s six siblings were a match 

as finding a donor when you are a minority 

can be very difficult, but luckily, Macy’s 

father was a match. 

Her journey to Portland was delayed for 

a bit as she was selected by lottery to 

participate in a moose hunt, but as Macy 

put it, she was too stubborn and tired 

from her illness to take part when the 

day came. Macy spent over 6 months in 

Portland undergoing treatment and her 

transplant.  Her grandmother, father, 

mother and aunt all took turns coming to 

Portland to be with Macy.  After her 

transplant, while remaining near 

Doernbecher as required, Macy relied on 

NWCG’s Family Grant program to assist 

with providing groceries as she needed to 

follow very strict guidelines with what she 

could eat and how it was prepared until her 

immune system had recovered. 

Macy is now back in her village, going to 

school and resuming her life. She returned 
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Family Profile

Meet Macy - Her Incredible Journey

to Doernbecher for a short stay after 

going home to Alaska because she 

developed pneumonia but she is now 

doing well and feeling great.! She and her 

family are so thankful for the support 

from NWCG. In addition to groceries, 

she and her family used the family grant 

to help defray the costs of everyday needs 

and expenses. She still needs to take four-

hour round trip flights to Anchorage for 

her monthly checkups and this has taken 

a toll on her family financially.  Thanks to 

you, our generous donors, NWCG is able 

to continue providing significant financial 

support to families like Macy’s while going 

through treatment. 
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Donate at: nickwilsoncg.org

Stephanie Adams
Janet Aldana

Donna & Michael Alger
Kori Allen

Ronald & Karole Allen
Amazon.com
Anonymous

Stephanie Auerbach
Vortex Cycle Studio

Tyler Austin
Bacardi Spirits

Marcia & Tom Baertlein
Jake Baertlein

Brittlyn Baertlein
Jeremy Barkley

Judy & Dennis Barr
Chris & Mike Bathurst

Larry & Janet Baum
Pam Bell

Jeannie Botelho
Kelsey Bourdeau

Erin Bourdo
Brian & Sally Bovero

Dana Braner & Mary DeFrank
Jon Bridenbaugh/Streamline 

Support
Brian Lamson Insurance 

Agency, Inc
Anna Buckley

Elisa Burgess & Eric Bosworth
Chris Burkhardt
Mitchell Burrelll

Mary & Ray Caballero
Kerry Callahan & Maggie Conley

Campari
Connie Cavagnaro
Alexis Champagne

Carl & Carolyn Christoferson
Suzi Cloutier

Sharon & Marty Cresalia
Ron Croucher

Bernie & Shirley Croucher
DA Davidson & Co

Dave & Karen DeRego
Cheryl & Mike Doherty

John & Mary Duke
HIlary Evart

EviCore Healthcare
Cynthia Fairfax
FEI Company

Sue & Russell Fenger
Kate Flowers
Gwen Foley

James & Carolina Foley
Melissa Fowler

Allison & Jesse Franco
Beam Suntory

Allison & Jesse Franco
Sarah & Jim Fredericks

Frank & Lee Anne Gabor
Stuart & Karen Gansky

Sydney Hagen
John & Julia Hall

Hampton Family Foundation
David Harris
Brenda Hart

Kathleen Hart
Anne Brooke Hawkins
Brigid & James Hazard

Heidi Hess
Nellie & Eric Hester

Cindy & Mark Hickman
Brad Hillard

Carol Hoekstra
Karen & John Hoke

Dennis Hoyer
Jack & Jean Hunter

Tina Indalecio
Nicole Jaklevich

Joan Jasper
Brett & Deb Jenkins

Karl Jensen

Charlie & Catherine Johnson
Stephen & Robyn Johnson

Lisa Johnston
Raelee Jones
Katie Jones
Blane Jordan

Daniel & Alla Kaplan
Mike & Desiree Kelly

Amy Kenagy
Margaret & Craig Klein

Joshua Knowlton
Kroeger, INC

Peter & Helen Kurre
Corky Lai

Jenny & Mark Lambert
Janet & Brian Lamson

Lori Laws & Daniel Rohlf
Mike & Linda Lawyer

Fe Lemich
Lightning Cupcakes

Mindy Loebner
Carl Long & Anneli Burgess

Elijah Luevano
Doug & Richelle Luther

Carie & Alan Mace
Cindy & Larry Maeda

Annie & Doug Malkasian
Jim Manning

Wendy Marshall
Shirley Mason

Nicole McClaskey
Clare & Matt McClincy

Jeanne McGinnis
Metro West Women’s Club

Cindy Morris
Jim & Sheryl Mullaney

Kaspar Murer
Andrew & Eneida Nemecek

Network for Good
Doug & Jill Niehus

Steve Olsen

Cindy Olson
Charlene Padden & Thomas Foley

Alex & Tom Page
Barb Pallari
Leslie Paola

Christine Pezzulo & Amanda Koester
Carlene Pompei
Marcia Powell

Gregory & Joan Puckett
Bill Raney & Ruth Patterson

Anthony & Zeta Rennie
GLASSYBABY

Donna Richards
Dick & Joan Rohrer

Dru & Rob Rosenthal
Gordon Ross
Paige Roth

David Saltzman
Kimberly & Mark Sandquist
Angel & Jeannet Santiago

Karthryn & James Schaefer
Nancy & David Scheele

Carol Schrader
Erik Shultz

Ron & Heather Selis
Kathleen Sherman

Kathy Skinner
Lori Sloan

Terry & SaTina Smith
Walt & Carol Smith

Lee & Lee Smith
Barbara Smith
Richard Smith

Bill & Kathi Snouffer
Nancy & John Sorlie

Sarah Spiering
Robin & Steve Sterba

Carolyn & John Stewart
Lisa Stewart

Megan Stocks
Beth Stuart Stokes
Karen Stolzberg

Shelley & Pete Stoyanov
Diana Stuart
Lisa Stuart

Sunset Lames
Donald & Roslyn Sutherland

Janet & Daniel Swan
Cathy Tangen

Thermo Fisher
Bren Trask & Kate Kauffman

Becky Trullinger
Topgolf

Kerry & Becky Tymchuk
Mary Ellen Ulmer

Ceci & Gordon Usher
Laurie & Andy Vessely
Ann von Ofenheim

Mary Ann & Tom Walker
Brad Walker
Lori Walter

Michael Weber
William Weber
Allie Wellman

Barb Wells
Briana Whitehead

Jen Wilken
Aiden Williams

Jason & Michelle Williams
Addison Wilson & Jill Metz

Rush & Toni Wilson
Jean & Robert Wilson

Kathleen Lanham Wilson
Larry Wolff
Asia Young

Derek Zachman
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Supporters
September 1, 2017– August 31, 2018
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In honor of Joyce Croucher & Nick Wilson
Ron Croucher

In memory of Brent Hillard 
Brad Hillard

In memory of Drew & Evan Rohrer
Dick & Joan Rohrer

In honor of Richard Sutherland
Donald & Roslyn Sutherland

In memory of Ethan Wilson
John & Mary Duke 

In honor of Nick Wilson
Bernie & Shirley Croucher 
Carl Long & Anneli Burgess 

Jeanne McGinnis  
Metz/Wilson Family  

Cindy Olson  
Mary Ann & Tom Walker

In honor of the Wilson Family
Nancy & John Sorlie

Tributes

Many thanks for the donations in honor and memory of loved 

Financials
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
August 31, 2018

		

ASSETS		

	 Cash and Cash Equivalents	  $	  105,087 

	 Other - gift cards	  	 -

	 TOTAL ASSETS  	  $	  105,087 

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 		

	 Liabilities   	 $	 -

	 Total Liabilities  	  	 -   

	 Equity   	

	 Net Assets in Excess of Liabilities	  $	  105,087  

	 NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES	  $	  105,087  

		

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
September 1, 2017 - August 31, 2018

		

REVENUES   		

	 Direct Public Support 	  $	  47,957

	 Grants	  	    10,000 	

	 Special Events Fundraising (net of costs)  		   39,618 

	 TOTAL REVENUES 	  $	   97,575   

EXPENSES   		

	 Program Expenses  	  $	 63,356  

	 Administration and Operation 	  	   22,570 

	 Fundraising Expenses		   5,449  

	 TOTAL EXPENSES  	  $	   91,375  

	 Change in Net Assets	  $	 6,200 	

Net Assets at Beginning of Year		   $98,887   

Net Assets at End of Year	  $	   105,087  
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The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that is primarily volunteer operated.  We 
receive no federal or state funding and rely on community support and individual contributions. Tax ID #93-1325720. 

Donate Today!
nickwilsoncg.org

Thank you!

Board of Directors:
Jill Metz, Ph.D., President

Addison Wilson, M.D., Vice President
Cecilia Usher, Treasurer

Kori Allen, Secretary
Becky Tymchuk, CFRE

Allison Franco, RN, BSN

Staff:
Melissa Crawford, Program Consultant

Advisory Board:
Amy Kenagy, MS, RN, CPNP

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Oregon Health & Science University/Doernbecher Children’s Hospital

Portland, OR

Peter Kurre, MD
Director, Pediatric Comprehensive Bone Marrow Failure Center

Buck Family Endowed Chair in Hematology
Division of Hematology, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Philadelphia, PA

Eneida Nemecek, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology

Pediatric Stem Cell Transplant Program Director
Oregon Health & Science University/Doernbecher Children’s Hospital

Portland, OR

H. Stacy Nicholson, MD, MPH
President, Children’s Service Line and Chair of Pediatrics

Carolinas HealthCare System
Charlotte, NC

Peter Tuazon, CPA
Portland, OR

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/

NWCG2010

Phone: 503.890.7220
info@nickwilsoncg.org
nickwilsoncg.org

P.O. Box 80852
Portland, OR 97280


