
Hope is something we think a lot about here 
at NWCG. It is central to how we execute 
our mission; embody our core values and 
our approach to supporting families. I have 
written about hope before in this space 
because it resonates with me personally, it is 

a choice we have in how we deal with the present, however terrifying that 
may be.  

A few days ago, I was listening to a podcast and was struck by a 
definition of hope that I had never heard before, and it so resonated with 
me: “A lot of people are terrified of hope because they feel like it can be a 
let-down. We need to put ourselves in the way of miracles; Hope makes the 
present more beautiful”. – Megan Falley

This year’s newsletter is a wonderful story of hope, promise and miracles 
as told by a family NWCG supported during their journey with leukemia 
and bone marrow transplantation. We don’t often hear from families we 
have supported because the experience is so grueling and all-consuming 
that it is the least thing we expect from families when they are fighting 
for their child’s life. Stories like this one offer all of us hope in whatever 
challenges we are facing.  We are deeply grateful to Matt and Katie Fettig 
for sharing their story with us.

NWCG has had an impactful year of helping families in need. It is our 
honor and privilege to extend our experiences and stories with our 
community in hope that it will keep that spark of hope lit in all of us. 
Thank you to our generous and loving NWCG Family for your part in this.  

With hope and love – 
Jill Metz
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A LITTLE ABOUT NICK
At just 18 months old, Nick Wilson was diagnosed 

with acute myeloid leukemia. Nick endured two 

years of treatments - chemotherapy, radiation, bone 

marrow transplants, and many other procedures - 

while always seizing an opportunity to play, laugh 

and smile. Despite the tremendous effort by Nick 

and his doctors, he succumbed to the disease in 

2001.  After receiving incredible love and support 

during his treatment, Nick’s family vowed to give 

back. In 2005, the Nick Wilson Charitable Group 

was created - keeping his spirit and compassion alive 

by helping other children and their families going 

through difficult times.

Our Mission

NICK WILSON

Glassybaby Sale 
benefiting NWCG

Over the last decade, glassybaby has 
donated over $30,000 to the programs of 
NWCG. Glassybaby continues their generous 
support by donating $3 from the sale of every 
“angel” for the next few months. Angel gives 
off a warm, comforting glow that makes a 
wonderful gift for yourself or a friend that also 
gives back! Please visit glassybaby.com and 
find their Giving Wall under collections. 

At NWCG our mission is to provide compassionate 

financial support to children, teens and their families 

undergoing cancer treatment and blood and marrow 

transplantation at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in 

Portland, Oregon.

angel
every life moves, eventually,
beyond this world, but somehow
becomes more than a memory -
an angel in the heart.

Hope Jam 2023
Thank you to everyone 
who braved the July heat 
this year, coming together 
to hear some great music 
from the Brothers Jam and 
raise funds for the 
programs of NWCG! The wine wall had a record 
number of bottles and quickly sold out and the raffle 
was just as successful! Attendees enjoyed Hot Lips 
Pizza, Maestro Gelato, Wayfinder Brewers beer, Little 
House wine and lots of dancing and laughter. 
Together you raised over $13,000! Get ready 
for Hope Jam 2024, coming June 29, 2024!



In 2012, 20-year-old Matt Fettig was just starting out his 
life, going to college and living with friends, so it was 
no surprise when he felt tired. However, the level of his 
fatigue became alarming, so he went to the hospital to 
get checked out. What he thought would be just a virus 
was actually much 
more serious. That 
same day, he was 
diagnosed with 
an acute form of 
leukemia. Doctors 
began treating him 
right away and a bone 
marrow transplant 
became his best 
option for survival. 
His brother Eric was 
a match and became 
his donor. Matt felt 
that it was both the 
“best and worst thing 
that ever happened to 
his family”, because 
while it was a terrible disease, the way his family and 
community came together was incredible. Meeting Jill and 
being supported by NWCG’s Family Grant helped lift some 
of the financial burden and gave the family hope and a 
feeling of positivity in and isolating time.

Matt was completely focused in the moment and on his 
treatment, so he was surprised when his medical team 
brought up fertility preservation since a side effect from 
chemotherapy can be infertility. Matt decided to go ahead 
with the procedure, using NWCG’s Fertility Preservation 
Grant Program since it was not covered by insurance. Fast 
forward to 2021 and Matt is healthy, married and he and 
his wife Katie want to start a family. Thanks to his medical 
team recommending fertility preservation, he and his 
wife were able to try and start a family using IVF. In 2022, 
they joyfully welcomed their son, Mo, to the world. In a 
wonderful coincidence, Matt’s mom happened to drive 
past NWCG’s Hope Jam concert shortly after Mo’s birth 
and stopped excitedly to tell Jill the happy news! Matt and 
Katie shared they plan on having more children and are so 
thankful to NWCG for all their support!  

What makes this story so special is that to our knowledge, 
this is the first baby born to one of the patient’s that 
NWCG has supported with the Fertility Preservation 
Grant. What is even more impactful is this news came 
just as NWCG is looking to expand this program to be 
more helpful to female patients in their quest to preserve 
their future fertility as the costs are over $15,000 which 
is prohibitive for many. NWCG wants to continue to help 
bring hope to the families we serve.

A Dream of Hope Come True

Family Grants: Helping families to cover expenses they encounter 

while their child is undergoing bone marrow transplantation is our 

primary goal. Support for mortgage, rent, hotel costs, car payments, 

utility bills, child care, and insurance premiums are just some of the 

ways we help families financially. 

• 	21 families received up to $1500 each in Family Grant Financial 		

	 Support and 5 families received $750 each in Bereavement 		

	 Support to help with their child’s funeral expenses.

Financial Support Provided: $35,728

Nick’s Angel Grants: This grant is for families who have already 

been supported with a Family Grant but have extreme financial 

need.  There is a total of $4,000 per year in this program.

• 	4 families received Nick’s Angel Grants

Financial Support Provided: $4,000

Fertility Preservation/Lab Work: This program helps families pay 

for lab expenses that aren’t covered by health insurance. The two 

procedures that are typically requested, and for which we provide 

support, are fertility preservation procedures and bone marrow 

typing.

• 	18 patients were supported with up to $500 each for fertility 

	 preservation/lab costs

Financial support provided: $6,810

Care Kits: Each family admitted for bone or marrow transplantation 

receives a Care Kit containing a snuggly blanket, toys, gift cards, 

toiletries, games, snacks, music, books, art supplies, and resource 

materials for the entire family providing comfort and diversion 

during their long hospital stay. 

•	 21 Care Kits distributed

Financial support provided: $3,150 plus $1,575 in food/beverage/gas 

gift cards

Central Line Protective Vests: These vests are worn by babies and 

toddlers to help protect their central line catheters (a port to deliver 

chemotherapy) to prevent them from being jostled and damaged.

• 	5 Patients received vests

Financial support provided: $100

Help Today Gift Card Program: Helping families buy a tank of gas 

or a bag of groceries on the day that they need through provision 

of gift cards. There is no waiting. Families get the help they need, 

today.

• 	250 gift cards ($25-30)

Financial support provided: $6,250

2022-23 Program Impact
TOTAL FAMILY SUPPORT: $57,613



Over the last three years, Jesse Franco has paired his love of running and 
pushing his limits with his drive to support families with children undergoing 
bone marrow transplants. His wife Allison is the bone marrow transplant 
coordinator at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital and on the board of 
directors for NWCG, so he and his family are passionate about helping these 
children. This year, Jesse decided to tackle the Mt Hood 50 Mile Trail Race 
while pairing it with a personal fundraiser for NWCG. After many months 
of training, Jesse took to Government Camp on a hot July day for his race. 
After an unexpected foot injury at mile 25, Jesse powered through and 
finished the race in just over 12 hours. This year, Jesse raised over $7600 
which brings his three year total to over $20,0000 he and his supporters 
have donated to the Nick Wilson Charitable Group! NWCG is blown away by 
his accomplishments and so thankful to everyone who donated to his run!

Community Profile

JESSE FRANCO SUPERMAN!

IN HONOR OF 
BERNIE AND SHIRLEY CROUCHER - Scott Croucher
RAY & MARILYN WILSON - Rush and Toni Wilson
JILL, ADDISON, HALEY METZ-WILSON - Bernie & Shirley Croucher & Kathy Perko
MARIANNE MOORE - Mike Ryan & Kathy Moore
SCOTT CROUCHER - Bernie & Shirley Croucher
THE PATIENTS  FAMILIES OF DOERNBECHER CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL BLOOD  
CANCER PROGRAM -  Andrew & Eneida Nemecek
WENDY AQUAS - Bernie & Shirley Croucher
RICHARD SUTHERLAND - Donald & Roslyn Sutherland
HALEY WILSON - Dru & Rob Rosenthal

IN MEMORY OF
ANN MOORE - Mike Ryan & Kathy Moore
BRENT HILLARD - Karen & Stuart Gansky
CYRUS ZENTZIS - Elizabeth Zentsis
ELIZABETH HATFIELD-KELLER, MD - Greg Keller
FRANCINE AND RAY CLOUTIER - Suzi Cloutier
NICK WILSON 
The Metz/Wilson Family, Judy and Dennis Barr, Cynthia Fairfax, Dorian & Woody 
Loveland, Kathy Perko, Michael & Katherine Royal, Mike Ryan & Kathy Moore, 
Carolyn & John Stewart
RICHARD SLY - Chris George
SARAH MACE - Carie and Alan Mace
SPENCER SHEARER - Charlene Padden & Thomas Foley
MIKE HAWKINS - Anne Brooke Hawkins

Tributes

IN MEMORY OF
NILS SOE 

  • Dee Abrahamse and Alan Abrahamse

  • Louise Soe

SARAH MACE - Carie and Alan Mace

BRENT HILLARD - Brad Hillard

JANET DAY - Kirsten Day

MIKE HAWKINS - Anne Brooke Hawkins

How did you come to learn about NWCG?   
I met Jill and Addison the summer I moved to work as 
the new BMT director for Doernbecher in 2005. One 
of my very first experiences as a director was to witness 
one of the fundraising golf tournaments they held 
for NWCG. I was so touched by hearing Nick’s story 
and how they turned a painful family experience into 
something that benefited so many other patients. It was 
so inspiring to see the community coming together to 
support them and our program to help more kids and 
families.  

How did you first get involved as a NWCG supporter?
The minute I met the Wilsons I was hooked! I joined 
the advisory board and my family and I have supported 
their events since then. We have attended many of 
them. Our family’s favorite was the Halloween Bowling 
Tournament. So much fun!  

How many years have you been on the NWCG board?
I have had the honor to be part of the Advisory Board 
since 2005. 

What motivates you to serve on the NWCG board?
This cause is near and dear to my heart. There is 
only so much we, transplant doctors, can do for the 
patients and families we serve. Community support 
organizations such as NWCG step to the plate to serve 
needs we cannot serve as physicians. Feeling heard 
and supported by the community makes a world of 
difference for our patients and families. 

Do you think NWCG makes a difference in the lives 
of the families whom they serve?
The impact of NWCG in the patients and families we 
serve is invaluable. The emotional and financial support 
provided by NWCG for many things not supported by 
medical insurance is a life saver and a ray of hope for 
those in need during some of the most challenging 
times of their lives. I say this as a doctor, but also after 
hearing directly from patients and families about the 
impact NWCG has made for them. It makes them feel 
the whole village is caring from them, that they are not 
alone during their difficult journey. As the director of the 
Pediatric BMT program at Doernbecher Children’s, a 
parent and community member, 
I am very grateful for this. 

Advisory Board Spotlight

ENEIDA NEMECEK

Jill Metz, Ph.D., President
Addison Wilson, M.D., Vice President
Cecilia Usher, Treasurer
Kori Allen, Secretary
Becky Tymchuk, CFRE
Allison Franco, RN, BSN
Daniel & Alla Kaplan

Amy Kenagy, MS, RN, CPNP
Peter Kurre, MD
Eneida R. Nemecek, MD, MS, MBA
H. Stacy Nicholson, MD, MPH
Haley Wilson, MA

Board of Directors Advisory Board

Melissa Crawford, Program Manager

Staff



STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL POSITION 
AUGUST 31, 2023

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $110, 339

Other – gift cards –  

TOTAL ASSETS $110, 339

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities $ –

Total Liabilities –

Equity

Net Assets in Excess of Liabilities $110, 339

NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES  $110, 339

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
SEPTEMBER 1,  2022– AUGUST 31, 2023

REVENUES

Direct Public Support $50,080

Grants $26,000

Investments $196

Special Events Fundraising (net of costs) $31,794

TOTAL REVENUES $108,070

EXPENSES

Program Expenses $57,613

Administration & Operation $18,816  

Fundraising Expenses $22,702  

TOTAL EXPENSES $99,131

Change In Net Assets $8,939

Net Assets at Beginning of Year  $91,400

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR $110,339

Janet Aldana
Kori Allen
Kelly Anderson
Michae Anderson
Amy Arritola
Sam Awdish
Julie Barbo
Judy & Dennis Barr
Larry & Janet Baum
Daniel Baunach
Pam Bell
Shireesh Bhalerao
Brent Bolander
Dustin Bolander
Brad Bowman
Terri Boyce
Joe & Debi Bradway
Janna Brown
Reggie Bruss
Elisa Burgess 
	 & Eric Bosworth
Jessica Casad
Connie Cavagnaro
James Chesnutt
John & Arlys Chesnutt
Suzi Cloutier
Odessa Conway
Melissa & Greg 
	 Crawford
Scott Croucher
Bernie & Shirley 
Croucher
Bob Cummings
Derek Davidson
Kirsten Day
Emily & David Decker
Jan DeLyser
Yassine Diboun
Graduate Eugene
James Ewman
Eric Fahsel
Cynthia Fairfax
Jack & Linda Fanning
Brian Flink
Alyson Florendo
Gwen Foley
Jesse Franco
Laura Freeman
Jeffrey Gale 
	 & Sandra Joos
Karen & Stuart Gansky
Miguel Garcia
Chris George
David Goslee
Bradley Groves
Wes Gunderson
David Harris
Brigid & James Hazard
Joe Helzer
Cindy & Mark 
	 Hickman
Jack Hunter
Maria & Jiro Takara
David Johnston
Daniel & Alla Kaplan
Mike Ryan 
	 & Kathy Moore
Angela Kautz 
	 & Carol Hoekstra
Greg Keller
Margaret & Craig Klein
Mike & Linday Lawyer

Whitney Leipzig
Mindy Loebner
Judi Logan
Carl Long
Jeff Long
Dorian 
	 & Woody Loveland
Audrey Lowen Cortez
Morgan Lusk
Doug & Richelle 		
	 Luther
Morgan Lynch
Stu Goldstein 
	 & Lynn Burgin
Cindy & Larry Maeda
Annie & Doug 
	 Malkasian
George Mann 
Jim Manning
Michelle Marsden
Casey McQuaid
Martha McMurray 
	 & Greg Thomas
Jenni Meguro
Jill Metz 
	 & Addison Wilson
Jeffrey Michael Dana
John DiTomasso 
	 & Miriam Fults
Jeff Mitchell
Cindy Morris
Jen Moylan
Kelly Myers
Andrew & Enieda 		
	 Nemecek
Anne Nichol 
	 & Aaron Courtney
Steve Olsen
Jim & Donette Paige
Leslie Paola
Kathy Perko
Anthony Peterson
Joel Pettipiece
Daron Pettitt
Christine Pezzulo 
	 & Amanda Koester
Stefanie Pike
Dave Powers
Teddy Presberg
Mike Quan
Kathy Rabe
Jennifer Reda
Nicholas Richmond
Gary Rischitelli
Kreg Robertson
Dru & Rob Rosenthal
Michael & Katherine 	
	 Royal
Craig & Mary Ruble
Nikkiem S
Jacob Sabel
Bobby Sachdeva
Paul & Kimberly 
	 Schafbuch
Evan Shereck
Amanda Smith
Avery Sparrow
Rachel Stein
Carolyn & John 		
	 Stewart
Bruce & Elizabeth 		
	 Stokes

Linda Stork
Jon Stowell
Diana Stuart
Dick & Donna 
	 Sutherland
Donald & Rolsyn 
	 Sutherland
Janet & Daniel Swan
Charlene Padden 
	 & Thomas Foley
Lou Trevisan
Ceci & Gordan Usher
Gavin Usher
Laurie & Andy Vessely
Tina Vo
Kimberly Waldrep
Brad & Sarah Walker
Jim & Kirin Walsh
Pearl Wealth
Allie Wellman
Jean & Robert Wilson
Rush & Toni Wilson
Barb & Mike  Wyman
KalaiPaani Yap
Asia Young
Elizabeth Zentsis
Stafford Beverage
WCR/Economy 
	 Data Foundation
Windermere 
	 Foundation
The Hampton 
	 Family Foundation
Tasters Guild of 		
	 Oregon
The Gott Goods Gift 
Fund of Thrivent 
	 Charitable Impact 
	 and Investing
Portland Leather 
Goods
SuperPlay Bowling
Southern Glazer’s 
	 Wine & Spirits
Blade & Timber
All who donated to 
	 the Wall of Wine
glassybaby
Dunlap Silsby 
	 Family Foundation
Troutdale Liquor
Westmoreland Liquor

Donations
SEPT. 1, 2022 - AUG. 31, 2023

The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization that is primarily volunteer 
operated.  We receive no federal or state funding 
and rely on community support and individual 
contributions. Tax ID #93-1325720. 

503.890.7220 • info@nickwilsoncg.org

P.O. Box 80852 • Portland, OR 97280

Scan code to
donate now!

Thank you to all 

who donated in 

honor of Jesse 

Franco’s Ultra 

marathon, Christine 

Pezzulo’s Birthday, 

SWGS Starlight 

Run...and a big 

thanks to all who 

attended Hope 

Jam 2023!


