
Hope and gratitude are two powerful forces 

that shape our outlook on life. Hope is the 

belief in a better future, a light that guides 

us through challenging times. It is the quiet 

assurance that, despite present challenges, 

better days are ahead. Gratitude, on the other 

hand, is the recognition of the goodness that already exists in our lives. 

It grounds us in the present moment, allowing us to appreciate the small 

and large blessings we often take for granted.

Here at NWCG we spend a lot of time thinking about these two things. 

We are always hopeful that things can continue to improve and change 

for the families whom we support. At the same time, we are ever grateful 

for our generous community of supporters who make it possible for us 

to carry out our mission. Taken together, hope and gratitude create a 

resilient mindset that helps to keep us moving forward, even when the 

path is uncertain. 

In times of adversity, like what our families face daily, hope can seem 

distant, and gratitude hard to find. That said, providing tangible acts of 

kindness and financial help is one way we can reignite hope. Hope can 

be the silver lining in an unfortunate circumstance paving the way for 

gratitude and optimism.

NWCG continues to provide hope and foster gratitude in every act of 

support we provide. We are immensely grateful for our community and 

their generosity who make it possible for us to provide to families what 

they need most: support and hope during a time of great uncertainty.

So, thank you, once again, to our NWCG Family for providing the means 

for us to continue providing hope and fostering gratitude to our families; 

it is our greatest joy.

With hope and love – 

Jill Metz
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A LITTLE ABOUT NICK
At just 18 months old, Nick Wilson was diagnosed 

with acute myeloid leukemia. Nick endured two 

years of treatments - chemotherapy, radiation, bone 

marrow transplants, and many other procedures - 

while always seizing an opportunity to play, laugh 

and smile. Despite the tremendous effort by Nick 

and his doctors, he succumbed to the disease in 

2001.  After receiving incredible love and support 

during his treatment, Nick’s family vowed to give 

back. In 2005, the Nick Wilson Charitable Group 

was created - keeping his spirit and compassion alive 

by helping other children and their families going 

through difficult times.

Our Mission

NICK WILSON

At NWCG our mission is to provide compassionate 

financial support to children, teens and their families 

undergoing cancer treatment and blood and marrow 

transplantation at Doernbecher Children’s Hospital in 

Portland, Oregon.

Care Kit Items Needed
We’re in need of items for 
our Care Kits. Right now, 
we’re looking for stuffed 
animals, board books, 
books for boys (ages 0 - 18), 
& games for all ages.

You can help by purchasing items from our Amazon 
Wish List, and Amazon will deliver them directly to 
us. Parents tell us how important it is 
to see their child’s face light up when 
they open their Care Kit – your 
support makes that happen.

Scan the QR code to contribute today!

“Hope is like a road in the country; there was 
never a road, but when many people walk on it, 
the road comes into existence.”
–Source: Epigrams of Lusin (hat tip to Dylan O’Sullivan)



During the summer of 2022, Katia’s parents noticed that 
she wasn’t herself, 
weak, nauseous and 
no appetite, so they 
took her to the doctor.  
The doctor felt it 
was a stomach virus 
and sent her home.  
Over the next two 
weeks, she worsened 
so she went to her 
regular doctor who 
ran her blood work 
and immediately sent 
her to Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital. There they ran 
more tests, gave her 2 units of blood 
and admitted her.  Katia was diagnosed 
with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
(ALL). She received treatment and 
went into remission but at her three 
month checkup in summer 2023, the 
leukemia was back. After chemo and 
immunotherapy, Katia had a bone marrow transplant in 
early 2024 and again went into remission and was able to 
go home. She spent her time happy, being homeschooled 
and looking forward to summer break. 

At her next checkup in June, it was discovered that once 
again, it was back. This time her doctors felt the best 
treatment would be a CART transplant which is a newer 
treatment where a patient’s own white blood cells (T cells) 
are sent to a lab where they undergo a process to turn 
them into CART cells that will fight the cancer cells. Some 
of the benefits of this treatment include a lesser chance 
of rejection as well as a shortened time in the hospital.  
Katia received her CART transplant in September and was 
recovering well at home. In October, she was readmitted 
to the hospital and spent two weeks in isolation and has 
been recovering, waiting for her counts to go up so she 
can go home.

Katia’s mom, Angelica, says that the Care Kits helped so 
much in their hospital stay and the Family Grant from 
NWCG helped with household bills so that Katia’s father 
could spend more time with her and Angelica could go 
home and spend time with Katia’s brother. Angelica let 
NWCG know, “Having those grants available to us helped 
us not only financially, but mentally and emotionally. Not 
having so much stress and worry gave us the ability to 
help Katia as well as our son cope with this difficult time. 
We are super grateful to the Nick Wilson Group for their 
support.”

We ask that you join NWCG in sending healing wishes to 
Katia – a true fighter!

Meet Katia – A true fighter!

Family Grants: Helping families to cover expenses they encounter 

while their child is undergoing bone marrow transplantation is our 

primary goal. Support for mortgage, rent, hotel costs, car payments, 

utility bills, child care, and insurance premiums are just some of the 

ways we help families financially. 

• 	30 families received up to $2000 each in Family Grant Financial 		

	 Support and 6 families received $750 each in Bereavement 		

	 Support to help with their child’s funeral expenses.

Financial Support Provided: $50,227

Nick’s Angel Grants: This grant is for families who have already 

been supported with a Family Grant but have extreme financial 

need. There is a total of $4,000 per year in this program.

• 	5 families received Nick’s Angel Grants

Financial Support Provided: $4,157

Fertility Preservation/Lab Work: This program helps families pay 

for lab expenses that aren’t covered by health insurance. The two 

procedures that are typically requested, and for which we provide 

support, are fertility preservation procedures and bone marrow 

typing.

• 	13 patients were supported with up to $500 each for fertility 

	 preservation/lab costs

Financial support provided: $4,330

Care Kits: Each family admitted for bone or marrow transplantation 

receives a Care Kit containing a snuggly blanket, toys, gift cards, 

toiletries, games, snacks, music, books, art supplies, and resource 

materials for the entire family providing comfort and diversion 

during their long hospital stay. 

•	 36 Care Kits distributed

Financial support provided: $5,450 plus $2,700 in food/beverage/

gas gift cards

Central Line Protective Vests: These vests are worn by babies and 

toddlers to help protect their central line catheters (a port to deliver 

chemotherapy) to prevent them from being jostled and damaged.

• 	9 Patients received vests

Financial support provided: $180

Help Today Gift Card Program: Helping families buy a tank of gas 

or a bag of groceries on the day that they need through provision 

of gift cards. There is no waiting. Families get the help they need, 

today.

• 	150 gift cards ($25-30)

Financial support provided: $3,000

2023-24 Program Impact
TOTAL FAMILY SUPPORT: $67,344



We would like to thank everyone who attended Hope Jam 2024 and helped 
raise funds for the programs of NWCG. Despite the intermittent showers, 
we had a great turnout and a fantastic time!

As always, the wine wall was a huge success, selling out quickly. 
Congratulations to all of the raffle winners! Noble Spirits provided a 
delightful mobile bar, offering delicious drinks for everyone to enjoy, and the 
food from Bierririera Don Pepe was a hit with all the attendees.

A huge shout out to The Brothers Jam, the attendees, volunteers, donors, 
and sponsors for helping to make this summer’s event a great success. Your 
support and participation are what made this event truly memorable.

Community Spotlight

HOPE JAM 2024
Party with a Purpose

IN HONOR OF 
ANDY, ALEX, AARON, VANESSA, STEF, AUTUM FLESURAS - Kathy Skinner

BERNIE AND SHIRLEY CROUCHER - Scott Croucher

ELISE YARNELL HOLLAMON - Ken & Barbara Yarnell

MELISSA CRAWFORD - Gail Chaffee

SAMSON COURTNEY - Anne Nichol & Aaron Courtney

SCOTT CROUCHER -  Bernie &Shirley Croucher

WENDY AQUAS - Bernie & Shirley Croucher

METZ/WILSON FAMILY - Bernie & Shirley Croucher

JILL METZ - Judy & Dennis Barr

DR. RICHARD SUTHERLAND - Kimberlee Stewart

IN MEMORY OF
BECKY WEST - Ken & Barbara Yarnell

CARY CASPERSON WILSON- Kathleen McCarron

MAGNUS FIELDS - Kimberlee Stewart

NICK WILSON - Emily & David Decker, Cynthia Fairfax, Matt & Shirin Forsyth, 		

	 Jill Metz & Addison Wilson, Cinthia Olson

SARAH MACE - Carie &Alan Mace 

Tributes
IN MEMORY OF
NILS SOE 

  • Dee Abrahamse and Alan Abrahamse

  • Louise Soe

SARAH MACE - Carie and Alan Mace

BRENT HILLARD - Brad Hillard

JANET DAY - Kirsten Day

MIKE HAWKINS - Anne Brooke Hawkins

How did you come to learn about NWCG?   

I met former NWCG Board Member, Patty Weightman, 

at our children’s elementary school. At the time, I was 

looking for part time work and Patty told me about 

NWCG, and that Jill was looking for help. As a cancer 

survivor (when I was in college), I was moved by Nick’s 

story and was so impressed with the support NWCG 

provided to families. I had not heard of this kind of 

support while I was going through my own cancer 

journey, and I wanted to be a part of this group.  

How many years have you worked for NWCG?

I have been working for Jill and NWCG for nearly 14 

years! My role has greatly increased over time from 

starting as an assistant to Jill to program director, 

handling the majority of day to day responsibilities and 

loving every minute of it! My husband and children have 

become involved as well - my children have volunteered 

since they were in elementary school and are now 

young adults! It has become my ♥ job.  

What motivates you to work for NWCG?

The families we serve. Before COVID hit, my favorite 

part of my job was meeting the families and patients 

when I would bring the Care Kits to them. Seeing the 

strength and love is so inspiring! I hope that I will be 

able to do that again soon. I also am motivated by our 

donors – they are all so passionate about Nick and 

NWCG’s mission – they are such an amazing group of 

people! 

Do you think NWCG makes a difference in the lives 

of the families whom they serve?

Absolutely! I feel so privileged to be able to see 

firsthand the difference NWCG makes and to hear 

directly from some of the families about what NWCG 

has meant to them. 

Staff Spotlight

MELISSA 
CRAWFORD

Program Director



Cindy Aggson
Janet Aldana
Marcia and Tom Baertlein
Janis Barker
Judy and Dennis Barr
Larry and Janet Baum
Pam Bell
Erin Bourdo
Tracie Broughton
Reggie Bruss
Chris Burkhart
Connie Cavagnaro
Gail Chaffee
James Chesnutt
Suzi Cloutier
Corky Coffin-Lai
Odessa Conway
Bernie and Shirley Croucher
Scott Croucher
Kirsten Day
Emily and David Decker
Michelle Ennis
Cynthia Fairfax
Connie & George Flesuras
Aiden Forsi
Nicole Forsi
Matt and Shirin Forsyth
Jesse Franco
Laura Freeman
David Goslee
Daniel and Leslie Gott
Kristin Hamilton
David Harris
Brigid and James Hazard
Mary Hull Caballero
Jack Hunter
KJ Jackson
Daniel Kaplan
Daniel and Alla Kaplan
Angie Kautz
Greg Keller
Margaret and Craig Klein
Lori Laws
Mike and Linda Lawyer
Mindy Loebner
Doug and Richelle Luther
Carie and Alan Mace
Cindy and Larry Maeda
Doug & Annie Malkasian
Kathleen McCarron
Scott McKeown
Barbara and Mitch Burrell Moore
Cindy Morris
Kaspar Murer
Anne and Aaron Courtney Nichol
Steven Olsen
Cinthia Olson
The Paige Family
Lynda Powell
Marcia Powell
John and Annie Prince
Nina Randall

Jared Reno
Dru and Rob Rosenthal
Craig and Mary Ruble
Rosie Russ
Nancy and David Scheele
Kathy Skinner
Lee and Lee Smith
Carolyn Stewart
Kimberlee Stewart
Linda Stork
Dick and Donna Sutherland
Donald and Roslyn Sutherland
Janet and Daniel Swan
Amie Thomas
Lou Trevisan
Becky Trullinger
Becky Tymchuk
Laurie and Andy Vessely
Jim and Kirin Walsh
Maura Walsh
Lori Walter
Carin Waslo
Gail Watnick
Allie Wellman
Kathleen Lanham Wilson
Barb and Mike Wyman
Ken Yarnell

Dunlap Silsby Family Foundation
Hampton Family Foundation
WCR/Economy Data Foundation
Portland Leather Goods
Southwest Glazers Spirits and Wine
Willamette Valley Vineyards
Overleaf Lodge & Spa
Cana’s Feast
Carlton Winemakers Studio
Ruby Vineyards
Petmate
Flow Motion Fitness
Pearl Wealth LLC
The Gott Goods Fund

STATEMENT OF 
FINANCIAL POSITION 
AUGUST 31, 2024

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents $100,698

Other – gift cards –  

TOTAL ASSETS $100,698

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities $ –

Total Liabilities –

Equity

Net Assets in Excess of Liabilities $100,698

NET ASSETS & LIABILITIES  $100,698

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 – AUGUST 31, 2024

REVENUES

Direct Public Support $41,347

Grants $41,000

Investments $812

Special Events Fundraising (net of costs) $17,185

TOTAL REVENUES $100,344

EXPENSES

Program Expenses $64,500

Administration Operation $19,713  

Operation $6,905  

Fundraising Expenses $8,549  

TOTAL EXPENSES $99,667

Change In Net Assets $678

Net Assets at Beginning of Year  $100,020

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR $100,698

Donations
SEPT. 1, 2022 - AUG. 31, 2023

The Nick Wilson Charitable Group is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization that is primarily volunteer 
operated.  We receive no federal or state funding 
and rely on community support and individual 
contributions. Tax ID #93-1325720. 

503.890.7220 

info@nickwilsoncg.org

P.O. Box 80852

Portland, OR 97280

Scan code to
donate now!

Jill Metz, Ph.D., President

Addison Wilson, M.D., Vice President

Cecilia Usher, Treasurer

Kori Allen, Secretary

Becky Tymchuk, CFRE

Allison Franco, RN, BSN

Daniel & Alla Kaplan

Board of Directors

Amy Kenagy, MS, RN, CPNP
Peter Kurre, MD
Eneida R. Nemecek, MD, MS, MBA
H. Stacy Nicholson, MD, MPH
Haley Wilson, MA

Advisory Board

Melissa Crawford, Program Director
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